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When Yumi was a junior high school student, she pj&vﬁeo g Oi her younger
brother Akira almost every day. Her parents felt sad«fo sef(hat?oz told her to
study more. Her father was a carpenter. He worked from early morning until late at night
every day. But Yumi didn’t know why he worked so hard.

When Yumi became a high school student, she made a lot of friends, and she began to enjoy
learning . Her life in high school was not so bad. But there was one thing she worried
about. When her teacher asked her about her future, she couldn’t answer. Most of her
friends had dreams or plans, and they often told each other about them. She felt very sad
when she couldn’t join them. She didn’t have any dreams or plans for the future. One night
she told her father about that. He smiled and told her to come to his job site some day.
She didn’ t know why he told her to do that.

One day, on her way home from school, she decided to visit her father’s job site. When
she got there, Yumi’s father was working with two young carpenters. He was showing them how
to plane a piece of wood. She saw something professional in him. She saw him at his job
site for the first time, and she got very excited. She thought her father was great. After
a while, her father said to Yumi, “Come here. Let’ s have some tea.” He gave a cup of tea
to her and asked, “What do you think of my work, Yumi?” Yumi said, “It’s wonderful.”

He said, “I have built about thirty houses for about fifteen years. Building a good house
takes a long time.”  Then she asked him, “Why did you decide to become a carpenter?” He
answered, “I wanted to make a lot of people happy through building good houses. When I
started to work as a carpenter, it was very hard work for me, and 1 often wanted to give up.
But I didn't. Because my dream was to make a lot of people happy through building good
houses. 1 kept on working very hard.” She was moved by her father’s words. They finished
drinking the tea. Then a boy came up to them. She found the boy was Akira. She was
surprised and asked, “What are you doing here?” Akira answered, “I'm here to watch our
father. I often come here after school. It’s interesting to watch him at his job site.”
Yumi was surprised again and looked at her father. Her father was smiling, Akira was
interested in his work ! She thought Akira would probably become a carpenter like him.

On their way home, Akira said to Yumi, “I am proud of our father. What about you?” She

answered, “I am, too. Now I know why he told me to come to his job site.” Her father
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wanted her to know the significance of working. She thought about her life. After that day,

she began to think about her future. She also wanted to make a }eo e ough

her work. That became her big dream. She studied harder, and her*scho llf? tlTé
Now Yumi is an architect and Akira is a carpenter. A lot of people in the town want her

to design their houses. She is very busy, but she is very glad to make a lot of people

happy through her work. Yumi’s big dream has come true.
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Do you like reading books? What kind of books do you like? Do you like fiction — adventure
stories, mysteries or love stories? Do you like nonfiction about science or history? Today, I'm
going to talk about a project which the school library committee is planning. I'm a member of

the committee, and we have decided to carry out ‘the bookworm project’ .

Do you know what ‘bookworm’ means? It is a little living thing which eats pages of hooks.
It also means a person who likes reading books very much. There are many students who like
reading books, but there are also some students who don’t like it very much., We hope more
students to become interested in reading books. So we call our project like that.
The committee asked some questions to all the students of our school. One of the questions is
“Do you like reading books?” Please look at the graph. It shows 60% of the students like
reading very much and 27% of them like reading a little. 13% of the students don’t like reading
very much, We asked them the reason why they didn’t like it. Some of them said they didn’t
have much time to read, And others said they didn’t know what to read. We think the second
answer is the key to make the students read more books.
Another question we asked to the students was “Why do you read books?” Please look at the
table. More than 40% of them answered, “I read because it is a lot of fun.” About 30% of them

think they can learn new things. 20% of them answered, “I read books because I like talking

”

about it with friends. We think the third answer is another key. Reading books alone is fun,

but it is more fun to read the same book with our friends and talk about it with them later.
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We talked about those two important answers. We thought we should do something forcghe
students who didn't know what to read. If they find a book which 1:‘\-'#'9 ‘?n}'esyirybr
will read it. Then, how do they find it? When we talk about books with our friends and feel
the fun of reading, we will become more interested in it. We want to provide the students with
the opportunity to talk about books with each other.

So we are going to do two things in ‘the bookworm project’ . First, we will use our Library
News to provide the opportunity to talk about books. We are going to pick up five books which
are popular among the students. Some students will write what they think about those books.
Second, we will have a meeting after school every month. In the meeting, we will introduce our
favorite books to each other. We want to invite our teachers to the meeting to talk about their
favorite books. The first meeting will be on October 4. Ms. Green, our ALT, will talk about
her favorite picture book. She says, “This picture book is written in easy English, but you
will learn something from it.” If vou are interested in, please join the meeting.

We hope more and more students will become ' bookworms’ through this project.
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Keiko : We have to carry a lot of things to school tomorrow. Mom, do you have any

good bags for carrying these things?

Mrs. Mori : How about this one?

Jane: I think it’s too small.

Mrs. Mori : Well, why don’t you use this?

Keiko : Furoshiki? 1 don’t like to use it.

Jane : What is it? It looks so beautiful. Can I use it as a bag?

Mrs. Mori: Yes. This cloth is called furoshiki. It’s a kind of traditional Japanese

thing. We use it to wrap things and carry them around.
Jane : Interesting. Keiko, you don’t like furoshiki. Why?
Keiko : I think furoshiki are for old people. Young people don’t use them. They

are old-fashioned.

Mrs. Mori : I sometimes use furoshiki, but actually, I don’t see many people who use
them.
Keiko : My grandmother used furoshiki. But she usually wore kimono. Furoshiki

match kimono, but they don’ t match Western clothes.

Jane : I see. Mrs. Mori, what are the good points of furoshiki?

Mrs. Mori : I think they are useful. T can fold them, so I can carry them easily.
When I go out, I always take furoshiki in my bag. If I buy something, I
can wrap and carry it in furoshiki. 1 don’t need plastic bags.

Jane : Oh, it’s good for the environment.

Mrs. Mori : And 1 can wrap almost anything in them. I can show vou some examples.

Keiko, pass me that PET bottle. Thanks. 1 can wrap a PET bottle in this

way'-*. Look.
Jane : Wonderful! 1 can carry a PET bottle and drink from it easily.
Keiko : It looks cute.
Mrs. Mori : Do you like it? Well, I'1l wrap those clothes::-. Here you are.
Jane : Wow, it looks like a bag. I think things wrapped in furoshiki are
beautiful.
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Keiko : I think so, too. I like it. I didn’t know that there are differegt ways

to wrap in furoshiki. Mom, I want to learn how #p‘?ygs in?th%.b

Mrs. Mori : Oh, do you? I'm happy because you' ve become interested in furoshiki.
Jane Mrs. Mori, I want to learn them, too.
Mrs. Mori : OK. Let’s practice together. Jane, I'11 give you this furoshiki. Please

take it to your family.
Jane Thank you, Mrs. Mori. It’s beautiful. I want to show my family the ways

to wrap things in furoshiki.
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